





Report on Past Society Programs

Thursday, November 23 - Show and Tell - A fantastic response! Over 23 items were
brought forward, including: pictures of ancestors, an old cash box from a downtown merchant named
A. Purves, 3 wood handle axes manufactured locally (one by Tuttle and Bate), a beautiful fan, a land
grant certificate to a Fenian Raid participant, a fancy cane, a British Imperial army officers
Wilkinson sword from the Boer War, an album containing 55 late 19" century portraits, an 1897
Hungarian china piece, an 1880 cherry pitter, two old books, a souvenir cushion cover ¢1943 sent
home from Halifax during the war, a wood plane once owned by G. Oille a carpenter in the City in
1850’s, a snuff box once owned by Richard Secord, a teddy bear with hand made clothing, a rope
once used at a local horse show to rope cattle, some Collegiate “Glee Club” memorabilia, a silver
locket and picture, and more. Joe Solomon asked if anyone knew where the original picture taken in
1869, showing veterans of the Lincoln Militia from the War of 1812-14 standing in front of Brock’s
Monument in Queenston Heights Park might be found, as he would like to get a clean copy made to
display in the military museum inside Butler’s Barracks at Niagara on-the-Lake. Also during the
meeting, Judy Sewell from the Children’s Discovery Centre made a brief presentation about the
progress on this endeavor. The hour went very quickly as John Burtniak moved the session along at a
brisk pace. The evening ended with some lovely desserts, refreshments and lots of friendly
discussion about the show and tell items. (ed. note: I can’t wait for next year!)

Thursday, January 25, 2001 - John Burtniak spoke about his hobby known as
Deltiology. John is the Society Vice-President and always presents a fascinating lecture; this
presentation was no exception. John spoke about the different ways of collecting post cards, such as
particular places, certain time periods, themes such as ships, planes, tourist sites, or funny cards. John
used illustrations to show many examples of different post cards. John pointed out, that Post Cards
started in Canada when governments issued cards without pictures about 1871. John also shared with
the audience of 44 members and guests some of his collections for viewing.

Society News In Brief

e Membership - Renewals are coming in very strongly. We encourage those who have not
renewed to please consider sending in your renewal now. Note: those who do not renew
will not receive the June newsletter. '

o Welcome to new members: Mary Martin, Joe Solomon, Karen Vansloy, Jean Hearth,
Judith Barker, Yvonne Bigger, Ruth Payne.

e In Memoriam - We are sad to announce the passing of long time member Avril Brass, a
devoted member who actively participated as treasurer and membership chair for many
years. The Society extends our sympathy to the family left to mourn her passing.

o Past Presidents - Do you know who was President of the Society in the years 1979
through 1986 inclusive? Please let Bill Stevens know if you do!

o 2000 Heritage Organization Development Grant - The Society wishes to thank the
Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation, Heritage Operations Unit, Heritage and
Libraries Branch - for the grant of $784 to assist our Society in the operation of Heritage
programs and activities.

e Calendar - As most of you already know, the 2001 issue of the Historical Calendar was
cancelled. The Board is determined to ensure that a 75" Anniversary Edition for 2002

will be available early this year.




Editorial (Or My Rant!)

This 1s my second editorial ... I am pleased to say that my first RANT has been voided ... I
just found out that the picnic pavilion in Lakeside Park is NOT going to be destroyed after
all! To my relief, the new plans call for the outside ice skating surface to be built beside the
pavilion. The pavilion will be used as a wind break and sitting area. The pavilion is (as far as
I know) the last remaining original structure of Lakeside Park and of the T.H. & B Railway.
It 1s a unique structure that has served a useful purpose for many years. I was ready to mount
a verbal outrage here towards the proponents of its destruction, but I now commend them for
listening to those of us concerned about the City’s history.

While I am on a good news trend ... congratulations to the City for it’s initiative in restoring
the Court House and the Oille Fountain, and the recognition that the Carousel in Lakeside
Park is an important antique. Hats off to the new local owners of the old Mill on Glendale
Avenue at Merritt Street for seeing a potential in restoring it (if it is structurally safe). Also,
to the members and friends of the British Methodist Episcopal Church on Geneva Street for
the ongoing restoration of the structure and the establishment of the Harriet Tubman
Museum. These are some recent examples of very positive undertakings and we can only
hope that this recognition of our history continues, as others see the benefits of restoration
Vs demolition. My last words “It takes time to build ... minutes to destroy. “ Bill Stevens

Newsletter Notes
The Historical Society of St. Catharines Newsletter is published up to 4 times per year by the Society. The
purpose of the newsletter is to inform the membership of issues pertaining to the Society and historical items of
interest. Comments and queries should be directed to the Society postal address. Opinions and comments
expressed in the newsletter are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Society.
Subscription is by paid membership only. This issue was produced by Bill Stevens.
The Society gratefully acknowledges the support of the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship, Culture & Recreation.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF SOCIETY ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN 2000

Jan.6 - Speaker Alun Hughes presented "Municipal Reorganization in Upper Canada”

January - The Society Web Site was renewed

Feb. 3 - Speaker Victoria Gaitskell as part of Black History Month and a tour of the Museum
February - Newsletter issued to members

Society Donates $250 to the Museum's "Share the Heritage" fund raising drive.

Mar.2 - Speaker Alison Judd showed slides & told us about the Mackenzie Heritage Printery
April 6 - Annual Meeting & Elections; speaker Ron Williamson on Butler's Homestead
April - Corporate Return made and Ontario Historical Society membership updated

May - Newsletter issued to members

May 4 - Speaker Stewart Greavette -History & Tour of the Masonic Lodge in St. Catharines
May 13 - 24™ Annual Oille Fountain Geranium Planting

June 19 - Bus Tour to Guelph and Elora area

Beginning in June - members presented the Society's History Award to one student at each
of 9 high schools

July 1 - Sociéty participated in the Annual Merritt Birthday Celebration at the Merritt statue
July 1 - John Burtniak led an historical walking tour of the back of St. Paul Street

August - Newsletter issued to members |

Sep. 28 - Society held first meeting at Museum - speaker - Colin Duquemin

Fall - Society applied for & received a Provincial Heritage Organization Development Grant
Oct. 26 - Speaker John Roberts on the Metis

November - Newsletter issued to members

Remembrance Day - Society President places a wreath during service at the cenotaph

Nov. 23 - the Society held a "Show and Tell" night with 23 presentations from members,
followed by a Social Hour.

2000 - Eight Board of Directors Meetings were held
Society reaches a new high of 124 members.

Planning for the 75™ Anniversary in the year 2002 was begun.



Charles Blisset MILLNER

1805 - 1895 - farmer, teacher, art teacher
Part One - Farmer and Teacher - by Bill Stevens
The information I found on Charles MILLNER was very skimpy in detail and was mainly contained
within newspaper extractions. No biography was found, but he did leave behind several pieces of art.
1 decided to gently edit the information and create a chronology and allow the reader to interpret the
life of this gentleman for themselves.

1805 - on 26 November - Charles Blisset Millner - born in Bristol, England.

1820 - about this time, it is believed that Charles, as a teenager, came to St. Catharines

1848 - St. Catharines Journal - May 4,1848
Note that on - 2 inst. (May 2, 1848) Charles Blisse MILLNER, Esq. Miss. Ruth PHIPPS, both of
Grantham. - (marriage).

1849 - 1859 - Births and Deaths of their Children -

Between February 1849 and July 1859 the MILLNER's had four children, and sadly, all died young:
Isabella was born February 1849 and died March 1850. Shortly after her death Atalanta was born in
August 1850, followed by the birth of Angelo in July of 1855. Sadly Atalanta died on September 14,
1857 and Angelo died a few days later on September 26, 1857. The fourth child, Parmmeciano was
born July 1859 and died just 3 months later in October.

(source: family monument Victoria Lawn Cemetery)

1855 - page 6 of John L. Field's Janet Carnochan (Toronto: Fitzhenry & Whiteside Limited, 1985): 1
note the following paragraph - "On 14 October 1856, Janet Carnochan obtained a Certificate of
Qualification as a teacher by merely applying for one. The Reverend Mr. Mowat, who was chairman
of the local school board, certifying that the applicant was of good moral character, signed it. Mr. C.
B. Millner, Superintendent of Common Schools for the nearby Township of Grantham, counter
signed the document..."

1863: - Constitutional, September 17, 1863: p3

"NOTICE - The Board of Public Instruction will attend at the Town Hall of St. Catharines, at 10
o'clock a.m., on Thursday, Oct. 8th, for an Examination of Commons School Teachers. All Teachers
and other presenting themselves for Examination must furnish to their Board satisfactory proofs of

good moral character.
By order, C.B. MILLNER, Secretary, Sept. 14, 1863.

1865 - St. Catharines Constitutional - November 9,1865 - page 3
Notice of Meeting -for Teacher's Exams ... signed C.B. MILLNER

1867 - St. Catharines Post, October 16, 1867, p. 2
letter to the editor about a school examination made of the school at Eight-Mile Creek and taught by
J. W. Grote. Mentions 50 pupils were present. Says the "Superintendent" was C. B. Millner

1871 - 1871 Census Extraction - Grantham - Division 2
Charles MILLNER, age 60 years, born England, religion Church of England, farmer, married, Ruth
MILLNER, wife, age 40 years, born England, religion Church of England.

1873 — NELSON DuoTang Binder (spec.coll#759.11 HOOR M) St. Catharines Public Library
Marion NELSON - at the age of 13 years began taking art lessons from C.B. MILLNER an English
Artist.




1878 - January 18, 1946 St. Catharines Standard, page 10 .

A Photo and write-up of the Staff of Grantham Academy appeared in the newspaper. The picture was
shown by Principal W. J. Salter "last night" to the Board of Education. Taken in 1878 it shows the
Grantham Academy staff of 1878. The photo caption says the photo includes " ... C. B. Wilner, an
old English gentleman who was art teacher; .. .” There are 8 people in the picture. The "WILNER"
was actually "MILLNER".

1887-1890 - City Directory - MILLNER, C.B., City post office, Conc.4, Lot 15, farmer

1895 - St. Catharines Standard - August 12, 1895, page 3 '
Death Announcement - "C.B. Millner -one of the oldest residents of this section died at home just
outside the city on Sunday (August 11) He was in his 90" year. Deceased though of a very retiring
disposition, had more than a local fame as an artist, any of his pictures being valuable works of art.
He has a large circle of friends who will deeply sympathize with his widow."

1895 - St. Catharines Standard - August 12, 1895

Death Column - "DIED - MILLNER - In Grantham, Sunday, August 11", 1895, Charles B. Mi]lngr
Aged 90 years, funeral will take place on Wednesday 14™ at 1:30 from the late residence corner Vine
and Carlton Streets to the cemetery.

(Charles is buried in Victoria Lawn Cemetery - Section C - south side of the Queenston Street, west
of the cemetery office along the first roadway, on the south side of the roadway under a large tree
just before the Masonic Circle).

1895 - Ontario Vital Statistics - Death Registration (partial) ‘

Died- City of St. Catharines; Cause of death -old age; physician - Dr. Greenwood, Religion -
Episcopalian; informant - J .B.MacIntyre, undertaker: occupation - artist

1897 - Standard, August 7, 1897, page 3
(small news story) -"While assisting in the erection of a
memorial monument at the grave of the late C.B.MILLNER
at Victoria Lawn Cemetery on Saturday, Hadley PHIPPS
had his leg crushed. It will be several days before he will be
able to be about again"

The beautifil large black stone transcription reads as follows:
(front base) MILLNER / (front face) Charles B. MILLNER /
BORN NOV 26" 1805 / DIED AUG.11" 1895 / ALSO/
RUTH PHIPPS / WIFE OF THE ABOVE /
BORN OCT.13" 1824 / DIED SEPT. 24" 1900 /

(back fuce) ISABELLA / BORN FEB. 28" 1849 /

DIED MAR. 5" 1850 /- / ATALANTA /
BORN AUG 2", 1850 / DIED SEPT. 14" 1857/ -/
ANGELO /BORN JULY 4", 1855 / DIED SEPT. 26", 1857 /
-/ PARMMECIANO / BORN JULY 5" 1859

/ DIED OCT. 7%, 1859 / -/ FOUR CHILDREN OF /
CHARLES B. AND RUTH MILLNER

(photo of monument in Vicioria Lawn taken by B. Stevens)

1900 - Ontario Vital Statistics - Death Registration
Ruth MILLNER - died - 24 September 1900; age- 74 years,
widow; died - In Hospital; born - England.

In the June Issue - part 2 - Charles MILLNER - the artist.

Thanks to Dennis Gannon, Arden Phair & Elizabeth Finnjc for their assistance in finding the aabove material



The Historical Society of St. Catharines - Board of Directors
President - Joyce DeForest — tel. 685-4728
Vice President - John Burtniak — e-mail jburtnia@spartan.ac.BrockU.ca
Treasurer - Del Hildebrand — e-mail dhildebr@Becon.org  tel. 935-3025
Secretary - Bill Stevens — e-mail bibmstev@computan.on.ca - tel. 934-8966
Past President - Wes Turner — e-mail wturner@spartan.ac.BrockU.ca
Director-Membership ~Brenda Zadoroznij — e-mail bzadoroz@becon.org  tel. 935-3025
Director - Paul Hutchinson — e-mail slabtown@niagara.com tel. 227-2699
Director - Jim Purdie — tel 937-3158
Director - Dennis Gannon — e-mail deannon@doleta.cov

At The St. Catharines Museum
Exhibit on until April 29: "From The Hands Of A Master" is a travelling exhibit that pays
tribute to the work of the following artisans: the blacksmith, glass blower, weaver, quilter,
violin maker, leather worker, and bookbinder. The hands of the artisan act on the raw
material by calling upon certain elements to create an object of high quality & great beauty.
Exhibit on until April 29: "Quilts - Craft And Heritage" on loan from the Waterloo County
& Area Quilt Festival. In celebration of Black History Month, the exhibit also highlights
quilts and needlework crafted by two local women.
Exhibit on from May 5 to July 22: "Fabricating; Stitching Ourselves Together" is an intimate
autobiography of work, women and wedding dresses. The exhibit features 20 wedding
dresses created by one woman over a forty-five year period and honours the seamstress
while exploring larger issues of gender and generations.

The Big Barn To Disappear
Sadly we will soon see the demise of the big barn located on Pelham Road (just east of
Vansickle Road). A new subdivision will soon appear here.




Buchanan House and Area

The Children’s Discovery Center has reached an agreement with the City of St. Catharines to use the
former Niagara College site on Niagara Street. The main house on the site was the home of Tom
Buchanan in 1876. Most of the Buchanan family lived in the immediate area and had interests in fruit
and vegetable farming. They sold their produce at the market and to hotels, particularly in Niagara —
on-the-Lake. The family expanded into the green house business and were the first producers of the
“English” cucumber. They continued to farm until 1916. Tom’s son, Neil, lived in the house after his
father died but was not very interested in farming. It is not known just when he moved from the
farmhouse. Ivan Buchanan and his family still farmed in the area further down on Niagara Street.
The City fathers bought the farm for a cemetery but changed their minds and sold it to the Canadian
Department of Agriculture in 1928. For approximately 40 years the site was occupied by the Federal
Government’s Plant Pathology Laboratory, where much research on problems affecting Niagara’s
fruit industry was carried out. In 1967 with the completion of the new quarters at Vineland, the
Niagara Street laboratory was closed. In 1972 the farm became Pearson Park and Niagara College
leased the Buchanan House, a barn, Mountain House (a house built in 1930 for the Officer-in-
Charge) and three greenhouses for use by its school of horticulture. The College vacated the property
in April 1999 when they moved to their new Glendale Campus location. Buchanan house then sat
empty and plans were underway to demolish it when the idea of a Children’s Discovery Centre was
put forward. The City has agreed to a lease of $1.00 per year. The volunteers are now working on the
arboretum and premises at 360 Niagara Street and plan on opening this October. They are seeking
whatever support the citizens can give, so if you wish to get involved call the site office at 646-4365.

New Book - RIDLEY: A Canadian School

This is the story of Ridley College, one of Canada's leading coeducational boarding schools. It begins
in 1888 with the vision of its first headmaster. It follows the school's development over the next 110
years through a disastrous fire in 1903, the Depression, two world wars, and into the global
technological age. As the millennium turns, Ridley emerges as a vibrant institution holding fast to its
traditions yet constantly forging new strategies to meet modern challenges. This story is more than
institutional history. The story of Canada's own exciting development is woven into the text. Ridley's
evolution reflects and sometimes contrasts with the evolution of the nation. Ridley graduates have
become influential leaders in a wide variety of fields. Ridley has always emphasized the highest
academic and social standards for its students. Behind these standards is the constant reminder of the
needs of others in the school's motto, "May I be Consumed in Service." The vitality of Ridley's
programs comes alive in the text, in the 150 photographs, and in the wealth of additional information
in the attached CD-ROM. (source: Ridley College Web Site)

The book was launched on November 30, 2000. Co-authors are Paul Lewis (librarian, teacher and
school archivist) and Richard Bradley (headmaster from 1971-81).

The book is hard cover with 510 pages plus appendices. To obtain more information or to buy a copy
you can call Ridley College at 684-1889 during regular business hours.

Query From Member Neil V. Mesler

“If ever I can get enough historically accurate information on Judson MESLER, aka Charles
FARMAN - son/step-son of Daniel MESLER, I would be happy to write a short article. He
has all the earmarks of being a real interesting character.” -- would any of our readers have
any information to offer Neil? Also Neil is looking for info. on John DARBY married
Catharine MESLER on 31 July 1862 in St. Catharines and their descendants. If you can help,
e-mail him at copper32@Juno.com — (I would love to get that write-up he offers! Ed )




Items of Historical Interest and Announcements
The Ontario Genealogical Society Niagara Peninsula Branch — holds regular meetings
with a speaker at 7:30 p.m. usually at the Thorold Public Library Chestnut Hall on the second
Thursday of every month except July and August.
Anniversaries in 2001:
40 years since the opening of Fairview Mall, the first enclosed shopping mall in Canada.
40™ Anniversary of the 1961 amalgamation of Port Dalhousie, Grantham Twp. And Merritton
into the new City of St. Catharines.
50 years since start of the Grape and Wine Festival
125" anniversary of the incorporation of St. Catharines in 1876.
Congratulations to St. Catharines resident Jimmy Douglas on his induction into the Soccer
Hall of Fame and Museum in Vaughan, Ontario
The Town of Fort Erie will host the Canadian Highland Games Championships for both
band and individual pipe and drum competitions on June 16 and 17 on the grounds of historic
Fort Erie.
The City of Port Colbormne is hosting the Tall Ships Challenge, July 4 —9.
The 2™, Annual Dragon Boat Festival will be held on July 28 on the Henley Rowing Course.
Listen to Heritage Niagara Radio Show on CFBU - FM 103.7 - Brock U. Radio each Sunday
between 7:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Host Tony Whelan presents coming events, news & guests from
the local heritage community.
The Niagara Mailing List -an Internet site devoted to genealogy and history in Niagara. You
can post short messages, place or answer a query or read about some current news. To subscribe,
simply e-mail the list at <NIAGARA-ONT-L-request@rootsweb.com™> and in the body of your
message, simply write "subscribe". You will then be notified of your membership

REMINDER - 2001 Membership Dues Are Now Being Taken!

Please join us as a member and support the mission and goals of the Society to increase the
knowledge and appreciation of the history of St. Catharines and Vicinity. '

Membership is for the Calendar Year .......
Yearly Membership Dues: Individual - $10.00 - - Family - $15.00

Please make your cheque payable to: The Historical Society of St. Catharines

Please Remit to: The Historical Society of St. Catharines

P. O. Box 23104, 124 Welland Avenue
St. Catharines, Ontario, L2R 7P6

Remove and return with your cheque ... thank you!

Membership - Renewal - - New-  moooee - _Individual - - _Family - -
Names(s) -

Address: -

Telephone # - e-mail address:
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